A. Please clarify intended student workload:

1. How many presentations are there for each student over course of term?

Students will be required to do one presentation.
2. Will all students be asked to do all the reading?

Yes
3. What is motivation for students to do the reading when it is not their turn to make a presentation?

Participation and discussion are expected and a participation grade has been added to the grading scheme on the syllabus.
4. Do students have to know all the material for the mid-term? (based on their readings? or based on their note taking during presentations by other students?)

Yes. The following sentence has been added to the syllabus “Students are responsible for all course material covered until that point in the quarter, including both course readings and presentations.“

5. Are films actually going to be shown in their totality in the classroom?

Selected clips of the most important parts will be shown in class and arrangements will be made for the showing of the films in their entirety outside of class as an option for those interested in seeing the full film.
B. There is not much emphasis on domestic politics. Are such topics covered?

Sugata Bose and Ayesha Jalal's book, Modern South Asia: History, Culture, and Political Economy (required text) addresses issues of domestic politics, especially in its chapter on partition and in two chapters on the post-independence era.  Consequently, the course will introduce students to political issues, and will explore the connection between politics and other course themes.  However, the primary focus of the course is the history and culture of South Asia.
Regarding the Minor:

The committee would like to know if it is your intent to have a broad distribution requirement concerning ancient vs. modern topics.

It is the intent of the committee that students be allowed flexibility in the minor. Students, with the help of their advisor, will select a curriculum that complements their major course of study and/or interests.
